The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

"views from abroad were allowed to be published. The
"German people were told only what it was desired they
"should believe. All unfavourable information was
"treated as "lies/ and a thoroughly-organised Press
"campaign was carried on in neutral countries in the
"same sense. The 'neutral' opinions thus inspired were
"reproduced in Germany as evidence that impartial foreign
"opinion supported the German view.

"By these means the war-mind of the German people
"was created and fashioned. The process still goes on,
"though, as I have before remarked, the French, Russian
"and British communiques are now regularly printed in
"the larger newspapers, and are frequently criticised in
"the communications from the German Headquarters
"Staff. But foreign reports have no influence whatever
"upon the German mind. The Germans are so convinced
"of the accuracy of their own official versions that no other
"reports count.

"It is the same with enemy newspapers. In the Vic-
"toria Cafe at Berlin I was able to read, day by day, the
"French, Italian, German, and neutral journals. They
"were also to be bought in the newspaper kiosks of the
"large towns. No remarks were made when I asked for
"them; but I noticed a pitying smile on German faces
"whenever they saw others read them.

"It is not the big papers of international repute that
"exercise the greatest influence in Germany. In the
"smaller towns and agricultural districts it is the local
"Press that counts. In that Press none but German
"reports are to be found, with German explanations and
"German accusations against enemy countries. No at-
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